Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2013/03/28 : CIA-RDP80S01540R006600090013-2
50X1-HUM

INFORMATION REPORT INFORMATION REPORT

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

This material contains information affecting the National Defense of the United States within the meaning of the Esplonage Laws, Title
18, U.S.C. Secs. 793 and 794, the transmission or revelation of which In any manner to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.

‘ S-E-0-R-ET 50X1-HUM |
COUNTRY USSR (Latvian SSR, Asiatic USSR) REPORT
SUBJECT Recriyitment of Agrieultural DATE DISTR. 6 June 1955
Labor to Develop New Territories '
in Asiatic USSE NO. OF PAGES i
DATE OF INFO. REQUIREMENT NO. RD
50X1-HUM
PLACE ACQUIRED REFERENCES U
50X1-HUM

SOURCF FVAIUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.

1. The first agricultural volunteers from lLatvia to develop the new territories
in Asiatic tSSR. went in sPpring 1954, Because of the shortage of sgricultural
labor in Latvia, no special recruiting campaign was carried out at that time,

* and only 710 volunteers from Latvia went. Most of them were Komsomol or ) \
Party members under 30 years of age. They were mainly recrui¥ed from among \
workers in light industry and the food industry, although a few dozen of
them were frcm machine-tractor stations. About half of them settled in
kolkhozy in “he area of Chkalov {N 51-45, E 55-06), and the rest on sovkhozy \
in the area of Kokchetav (N 53-15, E 69-25).

2, Some dozens of these volunteers visited Latvia on vacation ai the beginning
of 1955. They said that life in the new territories had heen very hard for
them at the beginning, but that eertain improvements had occurred recently;
for instarce, new houses had been built for them, and higher wages were
being paid them than in Iatvia.

3. After Nikita S. Khrushchev's call for agricultural volunteers in January 1955,
a big reeruiting campsign was run Jjointly by the Komsomol and the Ministries
of Agriculture and Sovkhozy in Riga. A larger numbser volunteered than in 1951;,
and many were non-Communists. Representatives of Kokchetav Gblast came to
Latvia #nd interviewed all v@lunteers there, Seven hundred and forty new
volunteers departed from Latvia for Kazakhstan on 23 March 1955, and in early
April & further 800 volunteers were to go there, including =a T}’lﬁ—‘dltal staff
of 12 =and other specialists.

b, Most of the volunteers from Latvia are Russians; 5 the number of Ilatvians among !
them is only about five percent, and most of these go out of a love of
adventure.

5a The Soviet Ggvernment encourages volunteers by offering free travel; a travel
allowance equal to three months’ wages, although only half of this was payable
in Latviaj; and extra coupons for clothing and other purchases in special shops,
They are accleimed as outstanding Soviet patr;odb. and special farewell
ceremonies ars arranged for them. In 1955, special attention has besn paid
to young merried couples. :
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